






Pennsylvania Rare Bird Report Form 

This form is presented as a convenience and guide. It can be used if desired, but is not necessary for submitting a report. 
Species requiring documentation are those on the Review List or not on the Official List of Birds of Pennsylvania. 
Fill in all relevant fields and then click on the "Submit by Email" button at the end of the form to send it to the PORC 
Secretary. Or print the form and mail it to the PORC Secretary (see address below). 

NOTE: The fields scroll down as you type to permit as much text as needed. 
The RESET button clears all of the fields if you wish to start over with a blank form. 

Species (Common and Scientific Name): 
Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 

Subspecies, if known 

Number of individuals Sex(es) 

Age(s) and Plumage(s) (E.g. Immature; Adult in I 
Breeding Plumage; Year for Gulls; Basic or 
Alternate If You Prefer Those Terms; State of Molt If Winter 
Applicable): . ....._ ___________________ _j 

Date and Time of Observation 
lseptember 22, 2011 

Location (City, Borough, Township) 
!Tidioute, Pennsylvania 16351 

Exact Site (E.g. Name of park, lake, road) 
Confluence ofTidioute Creek and Allegheny River 

Observer Reporting: 

Name 

Address State Zip 

E-mail (Optional) 

Phone (Optional) 

Other Observers (Only Those Who Saw 
and Identified the Bird with You): 

Habitat (E.g. Mowed Field, Woodland 
Edge, Any other details) 

Distance to Bird (Specify feet, yards, etc.) 

Viewing Conditions (sky, weather 
position of sun relative to you) ' 

Optical Equipment Used 

I Kenneth Nicholson I 
I 1414 Swede Rd I 
r======~================== lkingfish26@verizon.net j 

Roseanna Nicholson, Elizabeth Nicholson, Jeremy Nicholson 

River - Shallow, slow-moving current with rocky/sandy bottom 

!20 ft 

Clear to partly cloudy, 71 F, with sun to our backs 

'Nikon Monarch 8 x 42 bins 



Description (include as much detail as you observed - size relative to other species present; "jizz"= e.g. posture, body shape, 
and proportions; colors and patterns of plumage; bill, eye, and leg characteristics; other features relevant to this individual): 

This Red Phalarope was observed in Warren County at the confluence of Tidioute Creek and the Allegheny River at Tidioute, 
Pennsylvania. The phalarope had a thicker bill with yellow base, gray back, dark cap with white streak on head, gray down back 
of neck, dark wing tips, faint buff color around neck, white underbelly and grayish legs. When the bird was first spotted it was 
standing on a rock and then entered the water and began darting around. 

Behavior (be as detailed as possible about what the bird was doing) 

This bird was seen swimming and darting around rocks and going after water bugs. The bird found a dead fish floating in the 
water, took a few stabs at it and followed it downstream. It was observed for more than fifteen minutes from shore and canoe 
under favorable viewing conditions. Supporting photographs are available. 



• 

Vocalizations 
none 

Supporting evidence if any: (Check all that apply) 

18] Photograph 

Photographer/recorder/ii lustrator: 

D Video Recording D Audio Recording 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

E-mail (Optional) 

Phone (Optional) 

If this is a dead bird: 

General Condition 

If collected (by 
permit), location of 
specimen if known 

!Jeremy Nicholson 

1294 Old Pittsfield Rd 

lvoungsville, PA 16371 

ltimberdoodlebog@yahoo.com 

Please send a copy of the photograph, drawing, or recording to: 

Nick Pulcinella, Secretary 
Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

613 Howard Ave. 
West Chester, Pa 19380 

Nickpulcinella@verizon.net 

D Drawing 

Separation from similar species 
(How you eliminated others) When the bird entered the water and began swimming and frequently changing direction 

it was clear that it was a phalarope. 

Discussion - anything else 
relevant to the observation that 
will aid the committee in 
evaluating it: 

Previous experience with this 
and/or similar species 

Are you positive of your 
identification ? (Why or why not) 

References Consulted: 

Roseanna and I have seen several flocks totalling approximately fifteen Red Phalaropes 
and forty Red-necked Phalaropes off the shore of Cape May, NJ. 

Yes. Based on previous experience, field notes, reference material, and other photos we 
are confident in this identification. 

During Observation 

After Observation 

The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America 

Date of this Report: 

Peterson Field Guides - Birds of Eastern and Central North America 

lsep 23, 2011 

Reset Form 

(Click on the box and select 
date from calendar) 

Submit by Email 
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Pennsylvania Rare Bird Report Form 

Species (Common and Scientific Name): Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 
Number of individuals Sex(es) 1 winter plumage 
Date/Time/Location 
September 22, 2011 
Tidioute, Pennsylvania 16351 
Confluence of Tidioute Creek and Allegheny River 

Observer Reporting: Kenneth Nicholson, 1414 Swede Rd 
kingfish26@verizon.net 

Other Observers: Roseanna Nicholson, Elizabeth Nicholson, Jeremy Nicholson 

Habitat: River - Shallow, slow-moving current with rocky /sandy bottom 

Distance to Bird: 20ft 
Viewing Conditions: Clear to partly cloudy, 71 F, with sun to our backs 
Optical Equipment Used : Nikon Monarch 8 x 42 bins 

Description: This Red Phalarope was observed in Warren County at the confluence 
of Tidioute Creek and the Allegheny River at Tidioute, Pennsylvania. The phalarope 
had a thicker bill with yellow base, gray back, dark cap with white streak on head, 
gray down back of neck, dark wing tips, faint buff color around neck, white 
underbelly and grayish legs. When the bird was first spotted it was standing on a 
rock and then entered the water and began darting around. 

Behavior: This bird was seen swimming and darting around rocks and going after 
water bugs. The bird found a dead fish floating in the water, took a few stabs at it 
and followed it downstream. It was observed for more than fifteen minutes from 
shore and canoe under favorable viewing conditions. Supporting photographs are 
available. 

Vocalizations: none. 

Supporting evidence if any: 
Photograph 
Photographer: Jeremy Nicholson 
294 Old Pittsfield Rd 
Youngsville, PA 16371 
timberdoodlebog@yahoo.com 

Separation from similar species: When the bird entered the water and began 
swimming and frequently changing direction it was clear that it was a phalarope. 
Roseanna and I have seen several flocks totalling approximately fifteen Red 
Phalaropes and forty Red-necked Phalaropes off the shore of Cape May, NJ. 



Are you positive of your identification? Yes. Based on previous experience, field 
notes, reference material, and other photos we are confident in this identification. 

References Consulted: 
During Observation:The Sibley Field Guide to Birds of Eastern North America 
Peterson Field Guides - Birds of Eastern and Central North America 

Date of this Report: Sep 23, 2011 
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Record No: 331-03-2011 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Red Phalarope Phalaropus fulicaria 

Date of Sighting: 22 September 2011 to 22 September 2011 
County : WARREN 
Location : TIDIOUTE 

Observer(s): Kenneth Nicholson 
Date of Submission: 2011 
Submitted by: Kenneth Nicholson 

Written Description: Yes Photo: Yes Specimen: No Recording: No 

Member Class I Class II Class III Class Class Class Class V 
IV-A IV-B IV-C 

D. DeReamus X. 
A. Guarente K. 
T. Johnson " B. Coulter X 
R. Koury A 
D. Weber ><. 
G. Malosh X 
TOTALS ::f-
DECISION )( 

Comments: 1-lo 

Signature (Secretary) Nick Pulcinella Date: f/11 
I 

() .. 
' 




